2: Road Safety

Preliminary analysis shows that the lockdown
measures have led to a reduction of road
accidents, which is easily comprehensible
given the significant reduction of road traffic.
However, the severity of these accidents
was increased due to higher speeds, and
continued infrastructure flaws. The sector
has proved that it has the tools to design
and build safer roads, but these must be
more widely implemented. Road design,
through the appropriate choices on quality
materials, maintenance scenarios, alongside
other solutions, plays a decisive role in
saving lives, as well as contributing to the
infrastructure’s sustainability. It is essential
that the design and planning is done with
safety at its core to minimise the loss of
human lives, as well as the burden on the
health care systems. All new roads should
be designed at a minimum 3-star rating

or higher, and the sector should hold itself
accountable to this.

3: Creating Jobs

The road sector is a major employer
worldwide, accounting for around 5.7% of
employment worldwide. Some worksites
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were shut down pre-emptively, resulting

in jobs being lost. Building, upgrading and
maintaining road network infrastructure

is a key driver for saving and creating

jobs, generating income and stimulating
economic activity immediately. At the same
time, the importance of all related road
asset management activities should not be
underestimated with regard to their impact
on employment. Whilst the construction of
new roads, and upgrading and rehabilitation
of existing roads are typically “one-off”
investment activities, maintenance is a
recurrent activity.

4: Fostering Innovation

Today'’s infrastructure is not only ageing

but the approach to planning, design,

and constructing is rapidly becoming out

of date as well. Innovation is no longer
optional but a must and it has to address
different challenges. It is vital to find new
business models; there are needs to respond
to environmental and climate threats. It

is important to ensure the durability of
infrastructure especially given the extreme
weather events the human race is facing. And
there is a need to reduce the consumption

of natural resources. With trillions-worth

of investments required for existing and

new infrastructure assets, the need to do
things differently is critical. There is a

need to invest in strengthening the overall
resilience of the network; to ensure adequate
infrastructure for active modes of transport;
and to encourage uptake of circular economy
thinking to speed up the green transition.

5: Upskill the Workforce
Last but not least, it is important not to forget
about human capital. There must be an
investment in capacity building. Industry can
adequately respond to challenges only if there
are skilled personnel. Transition to a more
efficient, safe, climate resilient, electrified,
connected and autonomous road transport
sector requires investments to upskill the
labour force.

There is a strong industry commitment
to support a sustainable recovery. It is up
to everyone now to work together to turn
commitment into action. M

e Proceedings on IRF's Roads to Recovery
Conference can be accessed on IRF website:
www.irfhet.ch
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